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The Foundation has produced Art 
Festivals in Los Angeles since 1995

 
This year marks the 26th annual Tom of Finland 
Foundation’s Arts and Culture Festival. The fes-
tival is a key public event that serves the mission: 
Promote, Preserve, and Protect Erotic Art. 

Saturday, 4th December, 2021 
Art Fair 

11:00a to 5:00p
Film Screening - LA Plays Itself
All day in the Screening Room

Opening Ceremonies
11:45p at Outdoor Performance area

Expanding and Subverting the Masculine in Queer Erotic Art
Noon at Outdoor Performance area

Steven Reigns Reading
1:00p at Outdoor Performance area

William E. Jones Reading
Presented by David Kordansky Gallery

2:30p in Outdoor Performance area 

Sunday, 5th December, 2021
Art Fair

11:00a to 5:00p
Film Screening - LA Plays Itself
All day in the Screening Room

Life Drawing Session
11:00a at Life Drawing Room
Murmurs Gallery Performances

1:00p at Indoor Performance area
Awards Presentation

3:00p at Outdoor Performance area 
Closing Remarks

4:45p at Outdoor Performance area

CONTACT INFORMATION SEE US ON YOUTUBE!
View interviews of our artists-in-residence, a 
program our membership makes possible.

www.youtube.com/TomofFinlandsMen

ON OUR COVER
TOM OF FINLAND Untitled, c.1974, Graphite on 
paper, © 1972 - 2021 Tom of Finland Foundation. 
Cover designed by Rubén Esparza Projects. See 
page 19 for more!

Tom of Finland Foundation
+1 213 250 1685

1421 Laveta Terrace, Los Angeles, CA 90026
Mailing address:

P.O. Box 26658, Los Angeles, CA 90026
Email:

Administration@TomOfFinland.org 
www.TomOfFinland.org 

A 501(c)(3) Educational Archive

Tom and Durk at a Foundation vault

#tofARTfair

Tom of Finland 101:

RAW
ANATOMY

“Today censors are anonymous algorithms 
and the unseen techs administering them. It 
occurs under a cloak of secrecy; and artist, 
especially queer artists, are being censored 
and erased from social media. This needs 
to be addressed, discussed, and debated, 
to ensure that we are not lost to the tides of 
public opinion.” 

— Durk Dehner, Cofounder and President 
Tom of Finland Foundation



Expanding and Subverting the Masculine in Queer Erotic Art
Saturday 5th December, Noon

WEBSITE • ART EVENTS • GALLERIES
Our website is regularly updated with art-

ist profiles, Foundation events, and erotic art 
exhibitions worldwide. There are galleries of 
original artwork and links to artists’ websites.

 TomOfFinland.org

FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER SIGN UP
The eNews is a free monthly bulletin sent 

out to subscribers on events and exhibitions 
worldwide, links to artists’ websites, erotic 
art news, Foundation announcements, 
membership and volunteer information. Sign 
up on our site.

TomOfFinland.org

DRAWING SESSIONS
The Foundation hosts a monthly drawing 
session on the second Sunday of every 
month. In the company of fellow art-
ists, spend three hours in a homey ambi-
ance with stunning models. Beginners 
to advanced, everyone is welcome. 
Reservations are required and a nominal 
fee is requested. see our website for details. 
Miguel Angel Reyes, coordinator.

THE PERMANENT COLLECTION 
AND ARCHIVES

The Permanent Collection, which today 
contains more than 2,000 original works by 
Tom, and another 1,500 by hundreds of 
other artists, and the Archives, with well over 
500,000 images, documents, and memora-
bilia, together comprise the world’s largest 
repository of erotic art. Located in a 1910 
Craftsman house, the Foundation maintains 
a revolving exhibition of over 150 different 

works from its Permanent Collection, and 
invites collectors, students, researchers, and 
the general public to visit the archives by 
appointment.

The Foundation invites artists of all genders 
and orientations to submit examples of their 
erotic work to the archives and the perma-
nent collection. By including the Foundation 
in their wills and trusts, collectors have found 
the Foundation to be the safest and most 
appropriate destination for their support and 
personal collections. 

Tom of Finland famously said: “I would exaggerate [in my drawings] maleness on purpose to 
point out that all gays don’t necessarily need to be ‘those damn queers,’ that they could be 
as handsome, strong, and masculine as as any other man.” This panel brings together artists 
whose approach to masculinity both compliments and interrogates Tom’s. Their conversation 
will address the historical approach to depicting masculinity in erotic art, as well as their hopes 
for the future of “masculine” representation in queer art.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Tom of Finland Foundation (ToFF) was cre-

ated in 1984 by artist Tom of Finland, and 
Durk Dehner, who has been at the helm of 
the Foundation since its inception. Tom’s 
work, first published in the mid-’50s, has had 
an enormous impact on hundreds of thou-
sands of gay men and women, and has 
widely influenced mainstream culture as well. 

The purpose of the Foundation was to pre-
serve Tom’s work for future generations, but 
within a few years, the mission was broad-
ened to include protecting, preserving and 
promoting all erotic art. The Foundation offers 
an ever-widening variety of programs in pur-
suit of this mission.

MEMBERSHIP
The Foundation is a nonprofit membership 

organization, with membership levels rang-
ing from Artist ($25), to Friend ($50) on up to 
Benefactor ($5,000). Please consider joining: 
your contribution will help preserve the cul-
tural legacy of the past, nurture the present, 
and ensure the future of erotic art.

TomOfFinland.org/members
 
TOM OF FINLAND Artwork Representation

Find Tom of Finland orginal artwork at:
David Kordansky Gallery

DavidKordanskyGallery.com
5130 W. Edgewood Pl.
Los Angeles, CA 90019

Facebook.com/ToFFHouse 
Twitter.com/TomsFoundation 

Instagram.com/TomOfFinlandFoundation



All Day Film Screenings Saturday and Sunday
LA Plays Itself (1972) 

Written, Directed and Produced by Fred Halsted

Fred Halsted was a legend in his own 
time. His self-created public persona 
— that of the leather-clad sadist — 
instantly made him both feared and 
revered as one of the first openly gay 
sex symbols. 

And his taboo-shattering films broke 
new ground in the gay erotic cinema 
for their portrayal of sadomasochism 
and other forms of polymorphous per-
versity. 

These works sent a shockwave 
throughout the fledgling gay libera-
tion movement and the art establish-
ment alike, leading to their eventual 
acquisition by the Museum of Modern 
Art. But despite their significant cultural 
importance, these films have long been 
available only in neutered form, if at all. 

Altered Innocence and Anus Films 
are proud to present the first-ever uncut 
disc release of these groundbreaking 
and fiercely controversial films, beauti-
fully restored by MoMA and with a host 
of new bonus features.



Awards Presentation, Sunday 6th October, 2:00p
THIS YEAR’S AWARD RECIPIENTS

FOR LEADERSHIP AND STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO THE ART AND CULTURE OF OUR COMMUNITY 
Lloyd Clayton, former Executive Director of the Mayme A. 

Clayton Library and Museum (MCLM) continues his mother’s 
legacy of collecting and preserving rare and out of print African 
American art - books, music, film, letters and documents that tell 
the stories of historical interest.

The collection contains over two million rare books, films, doc-
uments, photographs, artifacts and works of art related to the 
history and culture of U.S. African Americans with special focus 
on Southern California and the American West. The MCLM was 
officially founded in 1975 as the Western States Black Research 
Center.

Mayme, a university librarian, collector and historian, believed 
preserving and sharing the scattered, neglected history was 
crucial for current and future generations. The collection, start-
ed in a three-room garage in the West Adams district, and was 
moved to the old Culver City Courthouse after her death.

Lloyd became the Executive Director upon his brother Avery’s 
sudden death. He gave tours and began screening vintage 
films in a program titled, “Black Talkies on Parade”. He spon-
sored jazz concerts titled, “Double M Jazz  Salon”, live theater 

and stage performances, and more.
Lloyd’s passion is collecting and preserving musical history. He began his collection in 

the early 1960s. It began as a hobby but became intense upon discovering the first African 
American to be recorded on metal cylinder.

Lloyd, born in Los Angeles to Mayme and Andrew Clayton, still resides in Los Angeles and 
continues his collecting journey and enthusiasm for history in the arts.

FOR ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND STEADFAST COMMITMENT
TO THE ART AND CULTURE OF OUR COMMUNITY

Martín Sorrondeguy was born in Montevideo, Uruguay; raised 
in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago; and has returned to 
Pilsen after fifteen years of living in California. He is a visual artist, 
photographer, and musician.

The core of Sorrondeguy’s work is about addressing inequi-
ties through the creation of physical and artistic space—first as 
the singer for the internationally renowned, politically charged, 
punk en Español, hardcore band Los Crudos. For the last nine-
teen years Sorrondeguy has been the singer for the beloved, 
hardcore, radically and openly queer punk band, Limp Wrist. 
Rolling Stone magazine published an article titled, “Music’s 
Unsung LGBTQ Heroes” where Limp Wrist was noted as one of 
twenty-five artists throughout music history that created visibility 
for the LGBTQ community. 

In the late ’90s Sorrondeguy produced, shot, and edited a 
short documentary titled “Mas Alla De Los Gritos/Beyond the 
Screams” (1999). Some of the documentary footage came from 
his travels abroad to Mexico and South America while on tour 
with Los Crudos.

Sorrondeguy has published three photography books: En 
Busca de Algo Mas (Ugly, Bueno Aires) in 2015; Get Shot: A Visual Diary 1985-2012 (Make-A-
Mess, Los Angeles) in late-2012; and Porqueria (Base, Tokyo) in 2010.

Sorrondeguy continues to work on various projects as a musician, documentarian, and artist.

Lifetime Achievement 
Award

Lloyd L. Clayton

Artist 
Hall of Fame

Martín Sorrondeguy

See last year’s award winners at
https://tinyurl.com/bua3enwj



FOR ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT AND PERSONAL ACCOMPLISHMENT
Suzanne M. Shifflett grew up in Maine as the second child of 

four to a single mother: They lived at her grandmother’s house. 
“There were strict rules of what a girl could or couldn’t do, or be 
and couldn’t be.” 

Being dyslexic, she really had a hard time in school except for 
art class. In high school she took her required classes and then 
spent the rest of the day in the art room. Through scholarships 
and loans, Shifflett made it through four years of undergradu-
ate studies. While in school she was drawn to the punk scene 
because it fit so well with her feeling of being an outsider. Her 
art, in turn, reflected those feelings. 

Shifflett moved to San Francisco in 1988. Her art went from 
making distorted male forms into painting empowered female 
forms. “This had a lot to do with my freedom to be out and 
express my queerness: Paintings I did from this time look like S.F. 
queer culture.” 

Some of the artist’s work from the late ’90s reflects how she 
was involved in the sex workers activist movement. In the early 
2000s her work reflects her interest and involvement in BDSM. 
Though there have always been concerns with gender non-
conformity in Shifflett’s art, it’s only been within the last ten   

       years hat it is the main subject. 
In 2016, Shifflett enrolled in Laguna College of Art and Design to earn her master’s degree in 

painting. She now lives full time in Southern California.

Achievement
Award

Suzanne Shifflett

Awards Presentation, continued
THIS YEAR’S AWARD RECIPIENTS



Edward Cella Art+Architecture proudly 
debuts a new body of work entitled 
Protection by photographer Blake Little. 
Initially started with the Little’s visual 
interest in rubber and latex clothing 
and, specifically, how it covers and 
accentuates the body to create sexual 
desire while paradoxically worn in the 
pursuit of this human connection. In 
the midst of making the series during 
the pandemic, the work took on a new 
universal layer of meaning: In the artist’s 
words, “How do we navigate intimacy 
in this new reality when human contact 
can threaten your life?”

Contemporary artwork by largely Cali-
fornia based artists, both renowned and 
emerging.

Exploring art created during the first AIDS pandemic, the gallery will also present 
works on paper by three historic gay artists Patrick Angus (1953–1992), James Huber 
(1950-1988) and Michael Hossner (1953-1990). Documenting a new burgeoning, 
gay identity and creating innovative visual representations, each of these artists 
explore portraiture and the male body as expressions of liberation.



The QuTieS is a collective of queer artists 
with a mission to carve out a corner of 
the NFT space where queer art can live 
and thrive as the art world transforms 
for the better. We publish works under 
the moniker The QuTies so that our work 
can be seen in context with our peers, 
so that we may freely collaborate with 
one another, so that we may publish 
works with ambiguous authorship from 
within our group, and because we are 
stronger in numbers.

Showing a variety of artwork drawn 
during Tom of Finland Foundation 
and other drawing events, as well as 
sketches done during the Festival.

Suzanne is a figurative oil painter.



Ruben Ulises Rodriguez Montoya’s lil monsters center around anthologies 
and social issues concerning border culture, abjection, and mestizaje. 
Aided by magical realism, nahualismo, Sci-Fi, and the labor of his family, 
his work hybridizes and creates parallels between land, the human, and 
the animal as a way to investigate the process in which violence eradi-
cates, erases, and erodes communities of color.

Murmurs is a multifaceted art space located 
In DTLA, focused on championing experimen-
tal and emerging art practices. Murmurs ex-
ists to challenge what is expected of an arts 
space by providing a new model of a mul-
tifaceted platform for strengthening commu-
nity solidarity and building consciousness in 
order to transform reality. 

Gallery Presenation

Grace Wardlaw Sci-fi sexual objects that playfully oscillate between 
functional and sculptural. Hot, sculpted glass works interpreting the 
artist’s experiences of faith, bodies, nature, relationships and the forc-
es connecting them. Grace Wardlaw is an artist and craftsperson cur-
rently living and working outside of London, Ontario, Canada. Grace 
was born in 1989, and was raised in Kingston, Ontario. She went on 
to study Craft and Design Glass at Sheridan College (just outside of 
Toronto), before moving between St. John’s (in Newfoundland and 
Labrador), Montreal, San Francisco, Los Angeles and New York City 
to immerse herself in creative communities. Grace’s art and design 
skills led her to floristry, where she had the pleasure of working with 
some of the most unique and well-known floral companies across the 
USA. Upon her return to Canada in 2019, Grace co-founded Peace 
Lily Toys, a handmade glass sex toy company. 

Emily Lucid has created the TRANS 101 USB: a thumb drive can con-
tain information but it is also a space for one to transcribe new infor-
mation into it, an amphora. The video, text and images you will find 
within this drive are intended to open a door to your own personal 
exploration of gender. “I don’t have all the answers and I hope you 
add new files to the drive and add to your own ideas and discoveries 
about transgenderism into this vessel.”

Performances 
Sunday 1:00p at Indoor Performance area 

“I sometimes wish humans were more logical like robots. I sometimes 
wish robots were emotional like people.” by Emily Lucid and Gosia Wojas 

“I sometimes wish humans were more logical like robots”  is performed 
by Lucid, a transgender performance artist and Emma, a ready-made 
sex robot with artificial intelligence. Emma and Emily will perform a scene 
echoing the existential dread and semiotic discourse excavated from 
the history of drama, the contemporary moment and possible futures.
Emily Lucid is a San Francisco born and Hawaii raised Jewish trans female 
interdisciplinary artist, model and actor currently residing in Los Angeles. 
Lucid’s work deals with her interventions of gender, trauma and beauty. 
She has performed and showed in galleries, films and venues internation-
ally. She is a recent graduate of California Institute of the Arts.



For over three decades William E. Jones has been producing films, videos,
photographs, and books that re-examine existing cultural materials. He 
has explored the decline of America’s industrial Midwest, the representation of gay men in 
sources as diverse as Eastern European pornography and police surveillance footage, the psy-
chedelic visual potential of Cold War military footage, and poetic connections between the 
randomized nature of the Internet and ancient philosophy.

Petal by Sebastian Hernández
“Petal” is the 5th in a series of performances that Sebastian Hernández initi-
ated in 2019 inspired by the components of a flower. Petal is a durational 
performance work that re-sculpts Hernández’s corporeal memory in con-
nection with their past, intimacy, materiality and sound. 

Gosia Wojas was born in Poland and is currently living and working in Los Angeles. An artist, 
cultural worker and organizer, Wojas roots her research and practice in the topics of materiality 
and the potential for resistance. Her work often takes the form of installations, sculpture, still and 
moving image and performance. Wojas is also the founder of talk series, “The Absent Museum, 
“and publication, Material-i-ty. She has also organized talks, film screenings, exhibitions and 
performances at various venues. Wojas received her BFA in Art from California Institute of the 
Arts and is a candidate in the MFA Art program at University of California, Irvine.

Performances, continued 
Sunday 1:00p at Indoor Performance area 

NURSERY by Austyn Rich
NURSERY is a dance solo structured like rant but physically demonstrating 
the artist’s adjustment to change, sharing new and old skills and growing 
pains. Austyn Rich is from Smyrna, Georgia. His practice interplays Hip-
Hop, Ballet and Contemporary dance, improvisation, choreography and 
durational performance. His works, BL**DY SPAGHETTI, TECHNICAL FOUL 
and many others premiered in Los Angeles, CA at REDCAT, USC Glorya 
Kaufman School of Dance, Human Resources LA and site-specific loca-
tions around the city. He has performed in choreographed works of d. Sa-
bela grimes, Lula Washington, Ligia Lewis, William Forsythe and Bill T. Jones 
and filmed works of Solange Knowles and Julien Christian Lutz.

A reading from I Should Have Known Better 
by William E. Jones 
Saturday 2:30 PM at the Outdoor Stage

Publications
I Should Have Known Better is a sequel to the sleeper 
hit I’m Open to Anything (2019) expanding the origi-
nal’s scope and ambition. I Should Have Known Bet-
ter’s first person narrator while working at a dead-end 
job in Los Angeles.

I Should Have Known Better bears witness to the last gasp of Los Angeles 
bohemia at the end of the twentieth century. The novel paints precise 
portraits of inspired eccentrics devoted to pursuing their dreams “shop-
ping artists” who believe in nothing but hedonism and latter-day leftists 
who find themselves directionless after the fall of communism. Above all 
the book pays tribute to the impulsive experiments and intense friendships 
of youth.



Rubén Esparza Projects presents: The Art & Pleasure Vitrine where he will present a salon style 
installation of artworks by Laura Aguilar, Rick Castro, Chiachio/Giannone, Connie Girl Flem-
ing, Salvador de la Torre, Angela Divina, Martin Durazo, Jordan, Bruce LaBruce, Matt Lambert, 
Cachorro Lozano, Slava Mogutin, Erick Moreno, Bill Rangel, Sad Boy (Manuel Rodrigues), Stuart 
Sandford, Santy Mito, Phil Tarley, Amy Von Harrington, and Antonio Zaragoza. Additionally, he 
will be presenting his work, including collages, drawings, and photographs. Rubén Esparza is 
an artist, artivist, and independent curator. He explores queer and Latinx histories, existential 
trauma, and the reconciliation of his heritage that of the colonizer and the colonized, using 
analog materiality alongside complex experimental digital-driven works to create sociopolitical 
commentary or homage to brownness and/or queerness. His curatorial work focuses on under-
represented artists, primarily in the LGBT/queer and POC communities. Esparza’s most recent 
curatorial projects included an exhibition at the San Diego Art Institute (now the ICA Sand 
Diego) in 2019 titled Forging Territories: Queer Afro and Latinx Contemporary Art, where twenty 
contemporary LGBTQ Afro and Latinx artist were featured; A retrospective exhibition at Tom of 
Finland Foundation of the work of Rick Castro titled Fetish King. He is the founder and director 
of the queer Biennial anchored in Los Angeles, with satellites in New York, Miami, Mexico, Paris, 
and Zurich. Plans are underway in realizing the fourth Queer Biennial iteration, postponed from 
2020, titled Queer Biennial 4: Arenas. His work is part of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art’s 
permanent collection, Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego, the Santa Barbara Museum, 
Chicago National Museum of Mexican Art.

BRUCE LABRUCE

AMY VONHARRINGTON

BILL RANGE
LAURA AGUILAR



Lethal Amounts began as a clothing line predominantly focussing 
on graphic T-shirts being hand screen printed. With our first brick 
and mortar store we launched the gallery that quickly bloomed 
into a haven for outsiders and confrontationists. We gradually grew 
into working more with musicians to promote concerts, clubs as 
well as gallery shows surrounding the music subcultures we love.

We pride ourselves in curating provocative exhibitions and give 
opportunity to young artists that are creating dialogue challenging 
traditional views on sexuality.

Lethal Amounts is an extension of owner and curator Danny Fuen-
tes and reflects his personal taste and interests.

Los Angeles fetish artist Rick Castro will 
be presenting Matte Fibre vintage pho-
tography and archival digital prints plus 
his books, DVD’s and one-of-a-kind fetish 
dolls. Also original drawings by Parisian 
artist Marsorama.

TOM of FINLAND X LETHAL AMOUNTS
©1977, TOM OF FINLAND FOUNDATION



Altered Innocence is dedicated to 
releasing LGBTQ and Coming-of-
Age films with an artistic edge. This 
year we’ve worked with MoMA to 
release restored versions of Fred Hal-
sted’s long unavailable S&M hard-
core masterpieces LA Plays Itself, 
Sextool and The Sex Garage now 
available on 2 x DVD and Blu-ray 
packages with hours of bonus fea-
tures.

Dirty Looks Inc is a platform for 
queer film, video and performance 
that uses film and time-based art to 
illuminate queer histories and limin-
al spaces across Los Angeles. Dirty 
Looks Volume series accumulates 
writing and ephemera that reflects 
our year-round programming in slim 
publications issued annually.

Folklore is a local salon that com-
bines the atmosphere of a high end 
boutique with community values 
and environmental consciousness. 
Our doors and minds are open to all 
genders, identities, and hair types. 
We celebrate individuality, diversity 
and are willing to push the boundar-
ies as far as your vision is willing to go. 
A salon for Dames, Gents and Folx In 
Between.

Peachy Kings and Kweer Cards cre-
ates cheeky gifts for cheeky gays. 
We focus on Tom of Finland mer-
chandise with a new vibrant twist — 
but also specialize in gay greeting 
cards, T-shirts, Terry Miller merch and 
other works by queer artists.





Artists In Attendance

Abe Garcia
Clothing, art, punk accessories
 descontrolponk@gmail.com

Aimee Goguen
Video prints, drawings

 thismanisbuff@gmail.com

Angela Divina
Embroidery prints, collages
 angelladivina@gmail.com

Carlos Rodriguez 
Drawings, small ceramics
 raadriguez@gmail.com

Creighton Baxter
Drawings, risographs, photographs

 creightonpaecht@gmail.com

Diego De León
Paintings, drawings, prints, merch

 diego@diegoeduardo.com

Emily Lucid
Paintings, prints, clothing

 Luem661@gmail.com

Flaming Artist Press
Graphic novels, prints, paintings

 bradrader@roadrunner.com

Jacob Love
Large and small photographic prints

Jacob@JacobLove.net

Jibz Cameron aka Dynasty Handbag
Watercolor, graphite and merchandise

jibzcameron@gmail.com

Jose Tinoco
Paintings, drawings, polaroids

 joset49272@gmail.com

Josh Paul Thomas
Collage resin and illustration paintings

 joshpaulthomas@me.com

Karisa Gregorio
Hand painted stained glass panels 

 karisagregorio@gmail.com

Mikko Rasila
Fine art photographs

 contact@mikkorasila.com

MisterOsborne
Drawings, prints, books, greeting cards

 misterosborne@gmail.com

Nick Burger
Sexy photos of porn stars

 nickb2714@att.net

Patrick Mizumoto
Oil paintings, charcoal drawings, prints

 hello@patrickmizumoto.com

Peter Kalisch / Queerspace
Clothing, soaps, merch

 PeterMKalisch@gmail.com

Shelby Sharie Cohen 
Selected rare photographs

 ShelbyCohenPhotography@gmail.com

Simon Haas
Paintings, drawings and lenticular holograms

simon@simonhaas.art

Steve MacIsaac
Comics, art prints, T-shirts

 steve@stevemacisaac.com

Thomas Green
Ceramics, watercolors, pen and ink drawings

 thomasg@apaitonline.org

Tom Rees
Oil paintings 

 trerse@gmail.com

Van Jazmin
Color sketches, art prints
 jazmin.van@gmail.com

To Protect,
Preserve

And
Promote 
Erotic Art



Galleries and Presenters
Altered Innocence

LGBTQ films with an artistic edge
AlteredInnocence.com

David Kordansky Gallery
Publications

DavidKordanskyGallery.com

Dirty Looks
Platform for queer film and Performance 

DirtyLooksLA.org

Edward Cella Art + Architecture
Presenting a new body of work

EdwardCella.com

Folklore Salon & Barber
Open to all genders and styles

SalonFolklore.com

GIFBOX.TV by DAFFY LONDON
24 hour online streaming service 

daffy@daffy.london

Lethal Amounts
Gallery and store for outsiders

LethalAmounts.com

Miguel Angel Reyes
Artists from the virtual drawing sessions

miguelreyesart@att.net

 

Murmurs
Multifaceted art space

Murmurs.la

Peachy Kings
Cheeky gifts for cheeky gays

PeachyKings.com

PHIL
Contemporary California artwork

PhilGallery.net

The QuTieS
A group of queer NFT artists

QueerThe.Space

Rick Castro: Torture Garden
Photos, plus art by Marsorama

antebellum@earthlink.net

Rubén Esparza Projects: Art & Pleasure Vitrine
Featuring LGBTQ+ artists

RubenEsparza.com

Suzanne Shifflet
Hyperrealistic paintings

 SMShifflett.com

CULTURE EDIT: Tom of Finland Store
Tom of Finland Merch  

CultureEdit.com

GIFBOX.TV is 24 hour online stream presenting 
an infinite source of pulp GIFs, controllable by 
your phone. 

“It’s like scrolling through Instagram, but you 
don’t have to do anything.” — Sob Sister

This year GIFBOX.TV are hosting a horny in-
teractive art installation party. Featuring Tutt 
Jones performing his new saucy music video 
“DL?” on Saturday. And an end of day ‘90s 
house mix by Daffy London on Sunday.

TUTT JONES / SAT 3:45 - 4:45p
DAFFY LONDON / SUN 3:45 - 4:45p



DJs

Danny Lethal 
11:00a - 1:30p

Bears In Space 
2:00p - 4:00p

Jenny NoNo 
11:00a - 1:30p

Gay Felony 
2:00p - 5:00p

CULTUREEDIT 
T O M  O F  F I N L A N D  S T O R E

Fashion
Art

Design
XXX Toys

SATURDAY SUNDAY



This is a Tom of Finland graphite drawing from 1972: It is a portrait commissioned by Chris 
Dickerson. During the 1960s, Dickerson did physique modeling. His 1970s nude work for photog-
rapher Jim French is today considered some of the best. He appeared in French’s hardcover 
photo essay, Man (1972), and also posed for the photographer ten years later.

One of the world’s most titled bodybuilders, Dickerson’s competitive career spanned thirty 
years; known for both his heavily muscled, symmetrical physique and his skills on the posing 
dais. Entering a bodybuilding competition in 1965, he took third place in the Mr. Long Beach 
competition. He turned pro in 1973 and won a total of fifteen professional bodybuilding titles 
across four organizations during his career. He trained for many of his most important competi-
tions in the 1980s with former Mr. Universe Bill Pearl, including IFBB Mr. Olympia 1982.

He was the first African-American AAU Mr. America, the first openly gay winner of the IFBB Mr. 
Olympia contest, and one of only two bodybuilders (along with Dexter Jackson) to win titles in 
both the Mr. Olympia and Masters Olympia competitions.

Dickerson retired after winning the 50+ division at the 1994 Masters Olympia and was induct-
ed into the IFBB Hall of Fame in 2000. Today, Dickerson lives in Florida where he continues to 
train, conduct seminars, and correspond with current athletes.
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PHENAKITE



Steven Reigns on Tom of Finland Foundation
Inaugural Poet Laureate of West Hollywood

Sometimes I can become so accustomed to my liberal life 
that I forget about the needed and necessary lighthouses 
shining beacons for other LGBTQ people to find safety. Tom of 
Finland Foundation is such a beacon outreaching into darkness, 
and TOM House on Laveta Terrace is that unmoving lighthouse. 
Like most lighthouses, TOM House isn’t a place where one takes 
up residency but where one first finds solid ground. This is a 
poetic metaphor but also fittingly phallic.

As a sexually explorative gay man and artist, I feel that Tom of 
Finland Foundation is the only organization where I do not need 
to downplay components of my life or my work. For years I’ve 
curated the literary component of the Art Festival, even pivot-
ing to online during the pandemic. I was never discouraged in 
my curatorial choices. There is a pervasive openness within the 
Foundation that encourages the creative risk-taking modeled 
by its namesake. I’ve been artistically aided by this encourage-
ment and have also seen firsthand how it impacts other artists 
involved in the Foundation.

Though there has been incredible social progress, we are still in a homophobic culture that 
encourages LGBT isolation and shame. There is also a pressure to be creative only in a certain 
way that is acceptable and sellable. ToFF focus on creation, expression, and community allows 
space for the artist to experiment and create the kind of work that will be written about in his-
tory books and sold at Sotheby’s for high figures.

When recently watching Lil Nas X on Saturday Night Live, I thought of the kind of work ToFF 
has been doing for decades. We wouldn’t have such a celebratory and unapologetic display 
of queer desire if it weren’t for the educational, advocacy, and speech liberties work being 
done at Tom of Finland Foundation.

Tom of Finland Foundation fosters art and expression within and beyond the LGBTQ com-
munity. I’m grateful to have worked with them for so long and intend to do so in the future.

— Steven Reigns, Inaugural Poet Laureate of West Hollywood

The hidden history of a vulnerable gay man whose life and death 
were turned into tabloid fodder. In the early 1990s, eight people liv-
ing in a small conservative Florida town alleged that Dr. David Acer, 
their dentist, infected them with HIV. David’s gayness, along with his 
sickly appearance from his own AIDS-related illness, made him the 
perfect scapegoat and victim of mob mentality. 

In these early years of the AIDS epidemic, when transmission was 
little understood, and homophobia rampant, people like David 
were villainized. Accuser Kimberly Bergalis landed a People maga-
zine cover story, while others went on talk shows and made front 
page news. With a poet’s eulogistic and psychological intensity, 
Steven Reigns recovers the life and death of this man who also 
stands in for so many lives destroyed not only by HIV, but a diseased 
society that used stigma against the most vulnerable. It’s impossible 
not to make connections between this story and how the twenty-first 

century pandemic has also been defined by medical misinformation and cultural bias. 

Inspired by years of investigative research into the lives of David and those who denounced 
him, Reigns has stitched together a hauntingly poetic narrative that retraces an American his-
tory, questioning the fervor of his accusers, and recuperating a gay life previously shrouded in 
secrecy and shame.

Steven Reigns Reads
Saturday on the Outdoor Stage



SPECIAL THANKS
The Foundation thanks Rubén Esparza, Louis Jay, Miguel Angel Reyes. Richard 
Villani, Lillian Gael, Alex Iarroci, Heidi Luukkonen and hatt Merlino for their 
generousity in committing both time and talent, making this Festival a greater 
success.

Since our inception in 1984, Tom of Finland 
Foundation (ToFF) has been an ever-expanding 
and driving force in the international sphere of 
protecting, preserving, and promoting the erotic 
arts.

In planning for the future of TOM’s Foundation, 
you are an essen-
tial component. 
Foremost, it is my 
hope that we 
share a common 
philosophy: The 
presence of Tom of 
Finland Foundation 
contributes to a 
more inclusive and 
diverse global cul-
ture that spreads 
the doctrine that 
we are all cre-
ations of Mother 
Earth and have our 
rightful place here 
on her planet.

Our vision is to 
have our existing 
programs continue 
and to expand on 
a worldwide level, 
reaching out to 
communities that have not yet had the oppor-
tunity of honoring and taking pride in what we 
express in queer culture.

We have a long history of arranging interna-
tional exhibitions of Tom of Finland and in 2022 
our expanded roster will include shows in France 
and Italy that focus on thirty to forty different art-
ists from our permanent collection supported with 
work by Tom.

Included in our programming efforts are 
our international, biennial Emerging Artists 
Competition, our annual international Art & 
Culture Festival, and our Artists-in-Residence pro-
gram with global outreach. Ongoing are our 
in-person and virtual drawing classes, along with 
extensive tours of TOM House and its grounds. 
These are all essential to keep fostering positive 
examples of queer pride and acceptance with 
our vision ever growing. There are very few places 
in this world that we can call our own: TOM House 

Donating and Leaving a Legacy to Tom of Finland Foundation
and the Foundation’s programs and collections 
reflect who we are with our acceptance of all 
those who identify as queer and our alies.

I have made it my life’s work to fortify the erotic 
arts as they define in so many ways what it is to 
be queer in our natures. Sexuality and its expres-

sions are a 
major compo-
nent in the cel-
ebration of our 
familial prac-
tices through 
iconology. We 
have come a 
long way in the 
last thirty-five 
years of the 
Foundat ion’s 
history, even 
with many 
parts of civial-
zation still not 
acknowledging 
our queer pres-
ence as part of 
the living world. 
The existence of 
our Foundation 
carries forth the 
message that 

we are whole, perfect in ourselves, and belong 
in the fellowship of mankind.

To the level in which we celebrate the expres-
sions of who we are determines our destiny as a 
fully nurtured and culturally abundant commu-
nity of kindred folk.

I am asking you to commit, as I have, to our 
cause by contributing the resources necessary 
to make our visions a reality. Gifts can be made 
in the form of one-time donations, membership 
at eight levels, participating in our endowment 
fund, and supporting our Artist Fund. A living trust 
and gifts upon death can be of real property, 
bonds and securities, and cash. Consider ToFF 
as part of your estate planning and always think 
of us as the sheltered home for your own art and 
materials collections.

Make the Foundation a priority in contributing 
to your own legacy.

— President and Cofounder Durk Dehner
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Patrick Mizumoto Peter Kalisch / Queerspace Jacob Love

Shelby Sharie Cohen Dynasty Handbag Steve McIsaac
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